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A glossary-style guide of the concepts and 

definitions that every climate activist, or budding 

climate activist, needs to know. Contains essential 

concepts on climate change, climate action, 

instruments and human rights.
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Presentation
----------------------

The booklets interrelate and are designed so 

that you can read them in succession and 

progressively deepen your knowledge of each 

of the topics. You can also consult them 

independently, according to your needs. 

The Toolkit for Young Climate Activists in Latin 

America and the Caribbean was created by 

young people who, like you, are concerned 

about our planet's situation and who, as 

activists, have faced many challenges when 

advocating and taking action.

Our goal is to share clear, concise, easily 

understandable information that describes the 

course that global, regional and national 

climate action is taking, in order to prepare you 

for . meaningful and informed participation

This booklet uses the terms “youth” and “young people” to refer
to adolescents and young people between 15 and 24 years old. 

0 to 17 10 to 19 15 to 24 10 a 24

“We, as young people, are agents of 

change in different sections of 

society. We are not being left behind 

in climate action: our voices are 

being increasingly heard and we are 

demanding the right to participate 

fully. In fact, our participation is a 

right that should be central to the 

formulation of public policy.”

The Paris Agreement for young people: Details 

of the Agreement, its importance, and all its 

articles in simple language.

Tools for climate action: Key tools for making 

progress towards the global climate action 

goals and the Sustainable Development Goals, 

including the Paris Agreement, nationally 

determined contributions and other tools.

What is climate governance? Information about 

climate governance and the decision-making 

process at the national and international levels, 

including the Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, how it works and the 

mechanisms for participation.

Prepare to take action! Practical advice and 

accounts of other activists' experiences to help 

you develop the skills needed to take part in 

and influence the climate agenda.

Escazú Agreement for young people: Essential 

information about the Agreement, its 

importance, and its articles in simple language.

Climate glossary for young people: Important 

concepts and definitions that every climate 

activist needs to know. 
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Acronyms and abbreviations

GHG Greenhouse gases

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

LCIPP Local Communities and Indigenous People Platform

SDG Sustainable Development Goal

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
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Introduction

We'll start with the basic 

concepts to help you 

understand the problems 

surrounding climate change. 

This is important for 

identifying ways to take action.

Then we'll learn about 

concepts related to climate 

action and the tools we can 

use in our actions.

Lastly, we'll look at aspects 

related to human rights and 

climate change, as this is a 

crisis that affects our rights. 

At the end of the booklet, you will 

find an alphabetical index to 

consult if you simply want to know 

more about a particular concept. 

This booklet provides key definitions 

to help you better understand the 

main concepts of climate change 

and climate action. Many of these 

definitions are in the Paris 

Agreement, which establishes the 

objectives for global climate action. 

The Agreement was adopted in 2015 

and currently has 195 signatories.
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Many of the definitions come from the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC), which is a body that provides countries 

with scientific information to strengthen the 

global response to climate change. These 

definitions have been adapted to a more 

familiar and simpler language. Other definitions 

can be found in official documents published 

by the United Nations and other organizations. 

You can always consult the main source for 

more details or additional information. 
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