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5 Quick Facts about 
Incarceration and Reentry 
─ 

Fact one 
The US incarcerates more people per capita than any other nation at the staggering rate of 
573 per 100,000 residents or roughly 1.9 million people nation-wide.1  In the state of 
Colorado approximately 97% of people incarcerated will be released in their lifetimes.2 

Fact two  
The closing of mental health facilities and the war on drugs created an enormous ripple 
effect across our communities. Combined with systemic and overarching bias, people of 
color and people experiencing poverty are disproportionately represented in institutions of 
incarceration. 

Fact three 
There is a great need for family literacy services for children with incarcerated family 
members or caregivers. 75% incarcerated women are mothers and 66% of incarcerated 
men are fathers.3 Furthermore, the unprecedented growth in prison spending is one of the 
reasons that Colorado ranks at the bottom of states for public investment in education. 4 

 
1 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2022.html  
2 https://cdoc.colorado.gov  
3 https://affcny.org/10-eye-opening-facts-about-criminal-justice/ 
4 https://www.ccjrc.org   

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2022.html
https://cdoc.colorado.gov/
https://affcny.org/10-eye-opening-facts-about-criminal-justice/
https://www.ccjrc.org/
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Fact four 
The average recidivism rate for the state of Colorado is about 50%.5 This means half 
of the adults who were incarcerated will be arrested again after being released from 
prison or jail. Here are the main factors that contribute to successful reentry: 

● Basic needs (food, clothing, financial resources, housing, transportation) 
● Identification and important documents 
● Employment and education 
● Health Care (physical illness, mental illness, substance abuse) 
● Support systems (family involvement, friends, etc) 
● Commitment to change 

Fact five 
You are already serving this population! The services needed most by formerly 
incarcerated people don’t require much change from what you are already doing due to 
similarities with other populations in transition like veterans, immigrants, and people 
experiencing homelessness. You’re probably already serving formerly incarcerated people, 
and you just don’t know it.   

 
5 https://ors.colorado.gov   

https://ors.colorado.gov/
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Reentry Resource Kit 
─ 

Introduction 
 
The Let’s talk about it! : CSL Big Red Resource Kits initiative was created to help public library 
staff within the state better understand and serve traditionally underserved populations, 
and to give them the tools needed to host and facilitate critical community conversations. 
Using the Let’s talk about it! : CSL Big Red Resource Kits  it is our hope that we can establish 
the library as a place for civil dialog in our communities. 
 
These Resource Kits are a way to authentically engage members of your community and 
generate public knowledge that can then be used to:  

● Inform decision-making of all kinds; 
● Hone in on people’s concerns, aspirations, and thought processes about a given 

issue in relation to your community;  
● Inform how you engage the community by welcoming new people and opening the 

door to new relationships. This creates the opportunity for new partners and 
coalitions. 

Each kit is intended to serve three purposes:  

● Provide information and materials specifically selected to be used by the 
underserved population;  

● Educate those who are not members of the underserved population;  
● Help library staff host programs and community conversations on issues regarding 

the identified underserved population. 

The Let’s talk about it! : CSL Big Red Resource Kits will be available to library staff all over 
Colorado with a special focus on small and rural libraries. 

Our goals 

● Libraries continue to be seen as places for informed discourse 
● Traditionally underserved populations feel welcomed and safe in public libraries 
● Libraries have access to materials and resources for and about underserved 

populations 
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Who is this kit for? 
This kit is meant to be a starting point to help libraries reach and support different 
populations within their communities. It includes activities for: 

People who were formerly incarcerated 
Programs and activities for those transitioning from incarceration to your community, 
including telling their story, dialoguing with the community, and receiving resource lists and 
information about local assistance services. 

We have also included books in this kit that represent the kind of materials that libraries 
should consider including in their collections that supply valuable reentry information for 
formerly incarcerated people.  

● The Ex-Offender’s Guides including: 
○ The Ex-Offender’s Job Interview Guide 
○ The Ex-Offender’s Reentry Success Guide 
○ The Ex-Offender’s Quick Job Hunting Guide 
○ The Ex-Offender’s New Job Finding  & Survival Guide 
○ Best Jobs for Ex-Offenders 

● Jails to Jobs : Seven Steps to Becoming Employed  
● Overcoming Barriers to Employment Success : The Key to Getting and Keeping a Job  

People learning about the experience of transitioning from prison or jail to 

community  

● Participate in a facilitated transition simulation game 
● Take part in a community conversation 
● Create Transition Kits for distribution to people who were recently released from 

prison or jail 
● Participate in a book club event to read and discuss issue-related works 
● Participate in a discussion of an issue-related video. 

We have also included books in this kit that could be part of a community conversation or 
can provide deeper discussion topics for these issues and represent the kind of materials 
that libraries can include in their collections. 

Books focused on current policy and its impact: 

● The Ex-Prisoner’s Dilemma by Andrea M. Leverentz  
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● On the Outside by David J. Harding 
● Convicted and Condemned by Keesha Middlemass 
● Rethinking Incarceration by Dominique DuBois Gilliard 
● The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 
● Homeword by Bruce Western 
● The Little Book of Restorative Justice by Howard Zehr 

First-person narratives from justice-involved people about their experiences  

● Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
● Becoming Ms. Burton by Cari Lynn and Susan Burton 
● Out of Orange by Clearly Wolters 
● The Upside of Fear by Weldon Long 
● American Prison by Shane Bauer 

Internal staff 

Learn how to create an environment that feels welcoming, informative, and supportive, 
including ideas for reducing policy barriers. Learn how to host conversations that explore 
public perceptions, help to debunk myths around incarceration, and strengthen 
community ties. Library staff can 

● participate in a facilitated transition simulation game  
● review best practices for serving the formerly incarcerated 
● establish partnerships with community service providers 
● research local services for people who need them 
● create resource lists and maps for takeaway 
● organize, promote and facilitate a community conversation 
● organize and facilitate a book club event to read and discuss issue-related works 
● organize and facilitate discussion of an issue-related video. 

 

Inside this binder 
● Activities & Programs 

○ Overcoming Employment Barriers Board Game 

○ In Your Hands : Life After Prison DVD 

○ Creating Welcome Packages 
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○ Reentry Simulation Game 

○ Tell Your Story 

● Community Resources Worksheet Template 

● Facilitating Community Conversations How To Guide 

● Additional Resources 

● Kit Contents List (on clipboard) 

● Feedback Form (on clipboard) 

Feedback and Sharing 
Please help us improve this kit by sharing your comments, experiences, and suggestions. 
You can contact Kit Support (KitSupport@coloradovirtuallibrary.org) for guidance at any 
point along your journey. When you return the kit, please fill out and include the Feedback 
Form found on the clipboard. With your permission, we will update this kit’s Online 
Resources page http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/ with the ideas and activities 
your library shares.  Help us learn from your experiences and share those learnings with 
others. 

Loan period 
The loan period for the ReConnect Formerly Incarcerated People Resource Kit is 2 months. 
If you would like to keep it longer, please contact Kit Support 
(KitSupport@coloradovirtuallibrary.org ) to make arrangements before the loan period 
expires. If it is not on hold for another institution, we will do our best to extend the loan by 
another month. 

Returning the kit 
As you prepare to return the kit, please verify that it is complete using the Kit Contents 
checklist on the clipboard. Also, be sure to include your completed Feedback Form so that 
we can improve the experience for everyone. 
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Kit Contents 
─ 

Please verify that this resource kit is complete before returning it to Colorado State Library  
Kit Support at Courier Code 912. You may copy any of the pages from the binder, or 
download a copy from the red key shaped USB drive. You can also find information on 
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/reentry/  Contact Kit Support 
(KitSupport@coloradovirtuallibrary.org) with any questions. 

Items 
❏ Resource Kit binder 
❏ Red key shaped USB drive 
❏ Quick Reads for Busy Librarians : Get inside : Responsible Jail and Prison Library 

Service Binder 
❏ Laminated 5 Quick Facts about incarceration and reentry 
❏ Library best practices for serving formerly incarcerated people 
❏ Activities & Programs 

❏ Overcoming Employment Barriers Board Game 
❏ In Your Hands: Life After Prison DVD 
❏ Parole Simulation 
❏ YA Book Club 
❏ Creating Welcome Packages 
❏ Tell Your Story 
❏ Children’s Storytime 

❏ Sample books for young adults 
❏ Courage  
❏ The 57 Bus  

❏ Sample books for adults about reentry for formerly incarcerated people 
● The Ex-Offender’s Guides including: 

● The Ex-Offender’s Job Interview Guide 
● The Ex-Offender’s Reentry Success Guide 
● The Ex-Offender’s Quick Job Hunting Guide 
● The Ex-Offender’s New Job Finding  & Survival Guide 

http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
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● Best Jobs for Ex-Offenders 
● Jails to Jobs : Seven Steps to Becoming Employed  
● Overcoming Barriers to Employment Success : The Key to Getting and Keeping a 

Job  
● Sample books for adults about current incarceration policies and their impact 

● The Ex-Prisoner’s Dilemma 
● On the Outside 
● Convicted and Condemned 
● Rethinking Incarceration 
● The New Jim Crow 
● Homeward 
● The Little Book of Restorative Justice 

● Sample books for adults that are first-hand narratives from formerly incarcerated 
adults 

● Just Mercy 
● Becoming Ms. Burton 
● Out of Orange 
● The Upside of Fear 
● American Prison 

❏ Clipboard with evaluation form to complete (we really want your feedback) 
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Best Practices 

Library Policies that Best Ser  
Formerly Incarcerated People 
─ 

Library Card Applications 
Some libraries require a state issued ID in order to apply for a library card. This might be an 
unnecessary burden on library patrons that were recently released from incarceration as 
obtaining an ID can often take time and money. Instead, consider accepting IDs distributed 
by an institution of incarceration as valid identification.  For example, would your library 
consider accepting a Department of Corrections ID as valid identification? 

Fine Forgiveness 
As you can imagine, incarceration is a surprise for most people. They might not have time 
or forewarning to return their library materials before being incarcerated. This can lead to 
large overdue and missing item fines which will likely prevent formerly incarcerated people 
from utilizing the library. Consider discussing fine forgiveness policies that would enable 
recently released people to utilize the library without the obstacle of fines or fees.  

Phone Usage 
Almost everyone released from incarceration is required to check in with someone, 
whether it’s a halfway house, community corrections, or a parole officer. The hotlines to 
check in often have long wait times and can be difficult to navigate alone, especially if the 
person recently released is not familiar with technology. Consider allowing library patrons 
who were recently released to utilize library phones for required check-ins.  
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Collection Development 
One of the easiest ways to make formerly incarcerated people feel welcome at the public 
library is to make sure that your library collection is diverse by including books that have 
themes of incarceration and reentry, are about social justice, or help children understand 
incarceration. Included in this binder is a list of books that have incarceration as a theme. 
Consider purchasing some of these titles for inclusion in your collection. Extra credit points 
if you build a display around the topic! 

Programs 
Formerly incarcerated people will appreciate a wide variety of programs that you are 
probably already hosting at your library, but here are a few to consider that would greatly 
aid this population: 

● Wide range of technology classes (maybe even ex-offender lab hours)  
● Job search help (resume, interview practice, small business appointments) 
● Children’s programming (various times to accommodate working parents) 
● Hard Times writing or art groups 
● Parole office hours at the library 

Outreach 
Much like the general public, formerly incarcerated people might not know about all the 
amazing resources and services available at your library, especially if they were 
incarcerated for a long period of time. It’s important to meet formerly incarcerated people 
where they are to spread the word about library services and resources. Consider the 
following outreach activities. 

● Volunteer at an institutional library and/or host programs at institutional libraries 
● Visit existing re-entry panels and/or classes inside institutional facilities 
● Visit orientation sessions at parole and reentry centers  
● Visit community corrections and halfway houses 
● Include local jails, prisons, and youth detention centers in passive programming or 

reading programs 

https://www.denverlibrary.org/sites/dplorg/files/linked/ctc/ctc_idealab.pdf
https://www.denverlibrary.org/blog/simone/been-through-some-tough-times-we-ve-got-something
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Customer Service  
Treat self-identified formerly incarcerated people like any other customer.  

● Create a culture of free and equal access for all 
● Cultivate a welcoming environment 
● Be aware of intrinsic biases 
● Be mindful with difficult patrons 

 

Security 
People who were recently released from incarceration may be intimidated by security staff. 
While it is important to ensure the library is a safe space for all library patrons, consider 
having your security wear a more casual uniform, and make sure that training for security 
staff includes customer service. A smile can go a long way.  

Physical Space 
The physical space in a library can greatly impact the experience of recently released 
people at your library. 

● While incarcerated, it is highly likely that people heard ‘no’ far more than they heard 
‘yes.’ This can significantly impact a person’s confidence when asking for help and 
other questions, so large circulation desks can be difficult to approach.  

● Institutions of incarceration are very often unsafe environments for their residents. 
Formerly incarcerated people may be uncomfortable sitting in chairs that don’t 
allow a full view of the room or desks that face a wall leaving the library patron’s 
back exposed. 

● Many homeless shelters and halfway houses close during the day, so it might be 
important for formerly incarcerated people to charge technology at the library such 
as cell phones, laptops, and ankle monitors. Make sure that your space has plenty of 
outlets and charging cords available for library patrons.  
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Activities & Programs 
 
 
In Your Hands : Life After Prison DVD 2 

Making Welcome Packages for Formerly Incarcerated People 4 

Overcoming Employment Barriers Game 7 

Tell Your Story 9 

Starting a YA Book Club 13 

Doing a Children’s Storytime 16 

 

 
  



Reentry Resource Kit | Activities & Programs -  2 

  

Activity: Watch and Discuss 

In Your Hands : Life after 
Prison DVD 
─ 

Introduction 
The community of people who are formerly incarcerated experience unique struggles and 
obstacles when attempting to secure jobs, stable housing, or even just transportation. 
Many people who leave incarceration return back to the same circumstances that led them 
to become incarcerated in the first place. This video shows first-hand how difficult it can be 
to transition from incarceration back into the community including the challenges that exist 
as a result of pre-existing disadvantages and stigma.   

Intended Audience 
● Community members 
● Formerly incarcerated people 

Activity Goals 
● Education about struggles and obstacles faced by formerly incarcerated people 
● Open a dialogue about the emotional effects of incarceration 
● Foster understanding and community between formerly incarcerated people and 

members of the community 
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Description 
“For ex-convicts, the road back into society is paved with good intentions. But a freed 
prisoner’s plans for the future can quickly go awry, and the local support system, if one 
exists, may be just as ineffectual. Do public services provide what a former inmate needs? 
Is the “system” a safety net or a trap, every bit as confining as prison? This film documents 
two case studies in which the end of incarceration means not only a fresh start but also a 
new phase of hardship, hard luck, and hard-won dignity. Jailed since her mid-20s and 
emerging with nothing but the clothes on her back, Kim is soon spending her nights on a 
park bench. Will she fare better or worse than Xavier, who has served 13 years for murder? 
Where does a young man with that kind of record find a decent job? By the end of the 
program viewers will be able to reach their own conclusions about the hidden and human 
costs of maintaining a “safe” society. Issues of race, poverty, and substance abuse are 
discussed. Contains profanity and mature subject matter.” (59 minutes) 

Materials Needed 
● In Your Hands : Life After Prison DVD 
● Meeting space for viewing and discussion of DVD 
● Any additional comforts such as snacks and beverages 

Promotion 

Make a plan for promoting this activity or program. Your plan doesn’t have to be extensive, 
but it should address: 

● The people involved and their roles; 
● Budget; 
● The overall message; 
● Any existing library marketing or branding guidelines; 
● How you will promote the activity, which could include: 

○ Social media 
○ Website 
○ Email newsletter 
○ Printed materials like posters or bookmarks 
○ Cross-promoting with partner organizations 
○ Local news media 
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● Creating promotional materials, such as graphics, press releases, or printed 
materials; 

● Timeline 
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Activity: Creation 

Making Welcome Packages f  
Formerly Incarcerated People 
─ 

Introduction 
Many people leave incarceration with nothing but the clothing provided by their previous 
institution. It might be difficult to get a job or stable housing which means formerly 
incarcerated people might have little to no access to basic necessities such as personal 
hygiene items, socks and underclothes, and other essentials.  

Creating Welcome Packages at your library is an easy way to provide formerly incarcerated 
people with basic necessities while communicating to them that they are welcome in your 
community. Welcome Packages are designed to ease the transition for formerly 
incarcerated people with respect and dignity by providing the small things that matter 
most. 

Intended Audience 
Community members 

Activity Goals 
● Creating Care Kits for distribution 
● Increasing awareness of obstacles and challenges faced by formerly incarcerated 

people 
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Description 
Have a Care Kit party! Gather your community, library partner organization, and service 
organization to collect and purchase supplies and assemble Care Kits together. Each care 
kit should ideally have 5-8 items.   

 

 

Reach out to your local jail, prison, youth center, parole office, or reentry non-
profit to facilitate Welcome Package distribution straight to formerly 

incarcerated people.  

Suggested Materials  
● Small backpacks or gallon size resealable bags to hold the items 
● Travel size shampoo, conditioner, soap, etc. 
● Hand wipes / sanitizing wipes 
● Notebook 
● Writing utensil (pen, pencil, etc) 
● Socks 
● Bandaids 
● Snacks 
● Water or water bottle 
● Deodorant 
● Toothbrush and toothpaste 
● Brush or comb 
● Gift Card to local grocery stores in $5 increments 
● Resource lists and service provider map for area 

Promotion 
Make a plan for promoting this activity or program. Your plan doesn’t have to be extensive, 
but it should address: 

● The people involved and their roles; 
● Budget; 
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● The overall message; 
● Any existing library marketing or branding guidelines; 
● How you will promote the activity, which could include: 

○ Social media 
○ Website 
○ Email newsletter 
○ Printed materials like posters or bookmarks 
○ Cross-promoting with partner organizations 
○ Local news media 

● Creating promotional materials, such as graphics, press releases, or printed 
materials; 

● Timeline 

 

TIP: Consider providing an ongoing drop off point for community members to donate 
items that can be used in care kits. You will be surprised at how fast the needed supplies 
will grow when there is an opportunity for community members to share. 
 

Tips & Suggestions for Welcome Package Items  

● Fragranced items such as soap, hand lotion or deodorant can negatively 
affect the taste of  food items if placed in the same bag. Pack these 
separately if you choose to give them.  

● Avoid items such as mouthwash or hand sanitizer that contain alcohol. 
People with addiction issues might try drinking it.   

● Care Kits are useful both in warm and cold weather. In summer, include 
sunblock or frozen bottles of water. In winter, include gloves, hats or heat 
packs.  

● Buying in bulk can save you money on the cost per item. Several stores will let 
you bulk order  supplies at a discount. Ask your local vendors about discounts.  

● Asking the community to donate travel sized toiletries from hotel stays can be 
very useful The two most sought after items are socks, and feminine hygiene 
pads.   

●  
● Socks are not available at most thrift stores, but keeping your feet clean  and 

healthy is important when they are your primary means of transportation.   
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Articles on where to order bulk supplies and cost saving ideas  

● Ordering in Bulk   
○ http://bit.ly/orderhygienekits   

● Under $10 from local Chain Stores   
○ http://bit.ly/homelesscarepackage   

 
  

http://bit.ly/orderhygienekits
http://bit.ly/orderhygienekits
http://bit.ly/homelesscarepackage
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Activity: Game 

Overcoming Employment 
Barriers 
─ 

Introduction 
By using the Overcoming Employment Barriers game, players take part in an educational 
and counseling game that gives job seekers the knowledge and skills they need to 
overcome barriers to getting a good job. This game deals explicitly with prejudice and 
stereotypes, and it fosters the development of positive personal qualities and presents 
strategies for overcoming employment barriers.  

Intended Audience 
The game is meant to be played by people who have not experienced incarceration and 
people who have … together! 

Activity Goals 
● Understand barriers to employment faced by formerly incarcerated people 
● Provide strategies and knowledge about how to overcome barriers to employment 
● Dispel myths and stereotypes about formerly incarcerated people 
● Build connections between members of the community 
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Description 
A game that gives formerly incarcerated job seekers skills to overcome barriers and dispels 
myths and stereotypes for players who have not been incarcerated. Intended for ages 14 
and older and requires 2-6 players.  

Materials Needed 
● Overcoming employment board game (included) 

Promotion 
Make a plan for promoting this activity or program within your library. Your plan doesn’t 
have to be extensive, but it should address: 

● The people involved and their roles; 
● Budget; (will you provide snacks, prizes, takeaways?) 
● The overall message; (what are you hoping to achieve) 
● Any existing library marketing or branding guidelines; 
● How you will promote the activity, which could include: 

○ Social media 
○ Website 
○ Email newsletter 
○ Printed materials like posters or bookmarks 
○ Cross-promoting with partner organizations 
○ Local news media 

● Creating promotional materials, such as graphics, press releases, or printed 
materials; 

● Timeline 
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Activity: Communication 

Tell Your Story 
─ 

Introduction 
In this activity, the library provides an outlet or means for formerly incarcerated patrons to 
create biographical narratives.  
 
Emotional, autobiographical storytelling can be a powerful path for people to truly own 
their own story. Emotional, autobiographical storytelling means narrating about people 
and events that have mattered to you in your own life - not just describing the facts of your 
life. Several research studies show that even a short activity using autobiographical 
storytelling can have tremendous impact on psychological and physical health. Surprisingly, 
the evidence from many studies suggests that it is not necessary to "keep" a journal, as 
people say. Even writing about just one or two days, if you really put yourself into it, can 
have significant psychological benefits.  
 
Telling one’s story has been shown to broaden perspectives. Autobiographical storytelling 
is about sharing emotions and life experiences so others can understand, relate, and share 
in those experiences and histories as if they were also part of the story. It can also help 
change people's positions on issues.  
 
You can use this activity in several ways;  
 

● as an individual writing exercise,  

● as the beginning of your library’s own collection of personal stories,  

● as a workshop to assist folks seeking to publish their writings,  

● or as part of the Colorado State Library’s storytelling website - Stories of Colorado 

(https://stories.cvlcollections.org/).  
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This activity can be accomplished using many formats: text, audio or visual.  
 

Intended Audience 
Those who were formerly incarcerated or those impacted by the incarceration of friends or 
family members.  

Activity Goals 
● Self-reflection for the storyteller.  

● Empowerment through story-telling and self-actualization.  

● Creating awareness and empathy for the underserved community.  

Description 

Using text, audio recording, video recording, or even the StoryCorp app, LGBTQ+ 
community members can share their experiences. Decide what format (audio, video, 
written, performed, etc.) would best suit your library, community and the LGBTQ+ 
individuals. There are many options to take this activity to the next level. While the 
capturing of the story is the most important part, there are several options for sharing it 
with others. We have included resources to help you use the StoryCorp App which allows 
audio publishing at the national and local levels. The State Library has created a dedicated 
space to publish stories on the statewide level. Please look at Stories of Colorado 
(https://stories.cvlcollections.org/) for more information, or contact Kit Support at 
kitsupport@cde.state.co.us.  

Materials Needed 
 

● Word processing, digital recorder, paper and pen, StoryCorps App and device, or video 

camera/phone.  

 

The Colorado State Library has loanable recording and Scanning 
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equipment kits for use in partnership with this Tell Your Story activity and 
our Stories of Colorado website (https://stories.cvlcollections.org/). Contact 
Kit Support at kitsupport@cde.state.co.us for more information on how to 
check out these kits.  

 

● Make sure to have participants sign a release form giving you permission to use their story. 

You are welcome to print and use our Colorado State Library Resource Kits Informed Consent 

and Copyright Permission form. (http://bit.ly/cslinformedconsent ).  

Promotion 
Make a plan for promoting this activity or program. Your plan doesn’t have to be extensive, 
but it should address: 

● The people involved and their roles; 
● Budget; 
● The overall message; 
● Any existing library marketing or branding guidelines; 
● How you will promote the activity, which could include: 

○ Social media 
○ Website 
○ Email newsletter 
○ Printed materials like posters or bookmarks 
○ Cross-promoting with partner organizations 
○ Local news media 

● Creating promotional materials, such as graphics, press releases, or printed 
materials; 

● Timeline 

 

Resources 

Stories of Colorado - https://stories.cvlcollections.org/  

The State Library has created a dedicated space to publish stories, creative writings, 
memories, and artwork on a statewide level. Telling our stories is not an end in itself, 
but has been shown to broaden perspectives. Autobiographical storytelling is about 

https://stories.cvlcollections.org/
mailto:kitsupport@cde.state.co.us
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sharing the emotions and experiences of your life so others can understand, relate, 
and share in those experiences and history as if they were also part of your story.  

The Power of a Single Conversation - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmlfnr151rI  

Published on Jun 12, 2017 by Freethink. After Californians voted against gay marriage in 
2008, Dave Fleischer, head of the Leadership LAB at the Los Angeles LGBT Center, 
decided he had to do something different to reach people. His team decided to talk to 
as many people who had disagreed with them as they could. They connected with 

people using personal stories to a make deeper connection with the issue. The results 
of more than 15,000 conversations showed that talking toFamily Equality Council - 
States of Equality Storytelling Campaign  

https://www.familyequality.org/stories/ Few things are as powerful as a personal story. 
Family Equality council is looking for stories from LGBTQ families and individuals facing 
discrimination.  

 

StoryCorps – https://storycorps.org/participate/storycorps-app/  

StoryCorps’ mission is to preserve and share humanity’s stories in order to build 
connections between people and create a more just and compassionate world.  

Extending the Activity 

● Create an anthology of written stories and make them available to your 

community through the library.  
● Create an online exhibit of recorded stories on your website.  
● Help authors submit their stories for publication. Using the StoryCorp App you 

can store your stories locally and/or upload them nationally to the Library of 
Congress. 4. Add stories and writings to the Stories of Colorado website 

(https://stories.cvlcollections.org/).  

 

NOTE: Make sure to have participants sign a release form giving you permission to use 

their story. You are welcome to print and use our Informed Consent and Copyright 
Permission form for this purpose. (http://bit.ly/cslinformedconsent) 
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Activity: Discussion  

Starting a YA Book Club  
─  

Introduction  
Adults are not the only people impacted by incarceration. There are approximately 400 
youth detained by the Colorado Division of Youth Services and approximately 250 youth 
residing within the Colorado Department of Corrections.  Many detained youth have 
experienced members of their own family being incarcerated.  

1 in every 28 minors in the United States has had an incarcerated parent. Having an 
incarcerated parent increases the risk of physical and mental health issues, psychological 
strain, antisocial behavior, suspension or expulsion from school, economic hardship, and 
criminal activity. 

Starting a book club for young people to not only read about a character in a similar 
transitional situation, but also to discuss that situation with their peers can offer an 
emotional outlet as well as a  source of support. Furthermore, educating youth who may 
not have experienced incarceration or an incarcerated family member themselves can 
help encourage empathy and understanding for their peers who are experiencing it.  

Intended Audience  
Young adults who may be experiencing incarceration, who may have peers or family 
members experiencing  incarceration, or who want to better understand the struggles of 
those around them experiencing incarceration and reentry.   

Activity Goals  
● Education about incarceration and reentry 
● Open a dialogue about the emotional effects of incarceration or having an 

incarcerated peer or family member 
● Foster understanding and community between young people affected by 

incarceration 

● Offer a consistent activity in a safe space for children and young adults 
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who have been impacted by incarceration or a peer or family member 

being incarcerated 

● Encourage literacy and conversation in children and young adults 

 
Description  
Librarians register to be a patron of the Colorado State Library’s Book Club Resource by 
contacting bookclub@coloradovirtuallibrary.org. Request a set (12 copies) of the book, The 
57 Bus by Dashka Slater, for a 2-month loan period. Once the book is sent out (a hold 
request may need it  be made if the set is currently on loan elsewhere), the library can 
register patrons for the book club to  meet on a regular basis with a library facilitator to 
discuss the book at intervals. Discussion Questions  can be found on the Colorado Virtual 
Library website with the State Library’s Book Club Resource at  
http://bit.ly/discussionquestions.   

Materials Needed  
● Access to the Colorado State Library’s Book Club Resource through the Colorado 

Virtual Library  
● Book Club set (12 copies) of The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater, discussion questions 

from Colorado Virtual Library website  
● Meeting space for book club members  
● Any additional book club comforts such as snacks/drinks/bookmarks  

Promotion 
Make a plan for promoting this activity or program. Your plan doesn’t have to be extensive, 
but it should address: 

● The people involved and their roles; 
● Budget; 
● The overall message; 
● Any existing library marketing or branding guidelines; 
● How you will promote the activity, which could include: 

○ Social media 
○ Website 
○ Email newsletter 
○ Printed materials like posters or bookmarks 
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○ Cross-promoting with partner organizations 
○ Local news media 

● Creating promotional materials, such as graphics, press releases, or printed 
materials; 

● Timeline (Check the availability of your book club title before you set the dates for 
your activity,  as the book may be on loan to another library. If you need to extend 
the load period, contact bookclub@coloradovirtuallibrary.org. 

Extending the activity  
1. Use each meeting as an opportunity to do an activity relating to formerly 

incarcerated people in your  community:  
● Facilitate the play of game included in the Resource Kit  
● Take up a collection of donated items at the library throughout the week and 

have book  club members organize them into Welcome Packages for those 
recently returned from incarceration in your community  

● Have book club members interview each other using StoryCorps app to 
practice opening  a dialogue with their peers.  

2. Use Colorado Virtual Library discussion questions as a model for members to 
create their own  discussion questions for each session.  

3. Use this as an opportunity to start a permanent YA book club at your branch to 
create a  stable community and support system for children and young adults. 
Discuss other issues that  your book club members may face in their communities. 
Allow them to browse the book club  selections and choose their own books 
relating to those issues for the next sessions. Offer them  more leadership going 
forward while promoting literacy and community. 
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Activity: Storytime  

Doing a children’s storytime 
about incarcerated parents 
─  

Introduction  
Adults are not the only people impacted by incarceration. 2.7 million children in the 
United States have at least one parent in prison. The emotional stress of having a parent 
gone for an unknown amount of time is detrimental to child development and familial 
bonding. Sometimes children will be housed with other family members but other times 
they may be placed in foster care. When their parents are released from incarceration, 
the stigma of an arrest record, even without an arrest record or charge, has a negative 
impact on the parent’s ability to find gainful employment and support their child or 
children. These issues are further compounded by policies that might prohibit people 
with certain criminal charges from receiving welfare, food stamps or subsidized housing. 

Doing a storytime with a book or multiple books that mention an incarcerated parent 
helps to normalize a parent being away. It could open the door to having a conversation 
with children about the basics of incarceration and offer an emotional outlet as well as a 
source of support. Furthermore, normalizing an incarcerated parent for children who 
may not have experienced having a family member incarcerated can help encourage 
empathy and understanding for their peers who are experiencing it.  

Intended Audience  
Children who may have family members who have or who are currently experiencing  
incarceration, or children who don’t have family members who have experienced 
incarceration.   

Activity Goals  
● Normalize having an incarcerated parent 
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● Open a dialogue about the emotional effects of incarceration or having an 
incarcerated peer or family member 

● Foster understanding and community between children affected by incarceration 
● Offer an activity in a safe space for children who have been impacted by 

incarceration or a peer or family member being incarcerated 
● Encourage literacy and conversation in children 
● Inspire parents at storytime to talk to their children about social justice principles 

 
Description  
Choose a children’s book or books that include themes of incarceration and/or reentry.  
You might want to do a themed storytime specifically about incarceration with multiple 
books, or just incorporate one story with themes of incarceration into your regularly 
scheduled storytime. While many books are solely about the relationship between an 
incarcerated parent and their child, there are plenty of books that have an incarcerated 
parent as an aside to the main storyline. See the list of books below to find what works 
best for your storytime. Be prepared to answer questions from children (and maybe even 
adult parents and caregivers) about how incarceration impacts children as well as some 
coping strategies for children to deal with the emotional toll of having a parent 
incarcerated.  

Materials Needed  
● A copy of the book or books to be read during storytime (use interlibrary loan if 

your library can’t purchase a copy) 
● Meeting space for storytime 
● Any additional storytime props such as puppets or stuffed animals  

 

Children’s Books for Story Time 
Almost like visiting by Shannon Ellis. 2016. 

Anna’s test by Whitney Q. Hollins. 2019. 

From the desk of Zoe Washington by Jane Marks. 2020. 

Kennedy’s big visit by Daphne Brooks. 2015. 

Knock, knock : my dad’s dream for me by Daniel Beaty. 2013. 

Kofi’s Mom by Richard Dyches. 2016. 
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Mama loves me from away by Pat Brisson. 2004. 

Milo imagines the world by Matt de la Peña. 2021. 

Missing Daddy by Mariame Kaba. 2018. 

My daddy’s in jail by Anthony Curcio. 2015. 

Our moms by Q. Futrell. 2015. 

The night dad went to jail : what to expect when someone you love goes to jail by Melissa 
Higgins. 2011. 

The same stuff as stars by Katherine Paterson. 2002. 

Visiting day by Jacqueline Woodson. 2002. 

When Andy’s father went to prison by Martha Whitemore Hickman. 1990. 

 

Promotion 
Make a plan for promoting this activity or program. Your plan doesn’t have to be extensive, 
but it should address: 

● The people involved and their roles; 
● Budget; 
● The overall message; 
● Any existing library marketing or branding guidelines; 
● How you will promote the activity, which could include: 

○ Social media 
○ Website 
○ Email newsletter 
○ Printed materials like posters or bookmarks 
○ Cross-promoting with partner organizations 
○ Local news media 

● Creating promotional materials, such as graphics, press releases, or printed 
materials; 
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Worksheet: Facilitating a 
Community Conversation on 
incarceration and reentry 
Issues 
─ 

Introduction 
This worksheet is intended to help your library plan a facilitated community conversation 
about incarceration and formerly incarcerated people in your community. While we 
present different approaches to holding a community conversation, all communities are 
different, so you may feel more comfortable relying on your own intuition. If this is the 
case, you’ll want to explore the variety of options offered in this kit. Perhaps you’ll use 
some of our suggested questions and formats; perhaps you’ll develop your own. Just 
remember to stay attuned to the character and mood of your group. Decide what’s working 
and be prepared to adjust to fit your community’s needs. 

Why Host a Community Conversation at the Library? 
● Libraries are trusted institutions in their communities. Therefore, it is a natural fit 

for them to host impartial conversations about important issues. 
● Facilitated conversations give library staff  the opportunity to learn directly from 

community members about their needs, hopes, and fears/concerns. 
● By engaging in thoughtful dialogue, community members can begin to find common 

ground and understanding about divisive issues. 
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Structuring Your Community Conversation 
This conversation will give your community a chance to learn more about issues facing the 
formerly incarcerated community and discuss individuals’ perceived issues regarding 
formerly incarcerated people in your community. It provides a forum for everyone involved 
to have a chance to tell their story and share their perspective on incarceration and justice 
involved citizens. This helps build trust and enables people to be open to listening to 
perspectives that may be very different from their own. The structure for this conversation 
is important to reach these objectives.  Setting up the conversation structure and 
communicating it clearly to the participants is crucial for success. Consider the formats 
provided in the “Learn More” section of this document.  

The four key aspects for facilitating a Community Conversation are to: 

1. Introduce the conversation goals and structure 
2. Establish behavior expectations 
3. Work through the questions 
4. Communicate your follow-up plan 

It will be helpful to create a team of individuals who help organize your community 
conversation. This team would be responsible for 

● Building diverse partnerships with community groups and individuals,  
● Planning for how the conversations will happen,  
● Recruiting community members for the conversations,  
● Recruiting facilitators for the conversations, and  
● Thinking about how to support ideas that result from the conversations.  

When building a leadership team, consider the variety of diversity in your community: 

● Racial and ethnic backgrounds  
● Religious or philosophical views  
● Political views  
● Sexual orientation  
● Age  
● Disability  

● Profession  
● Neighborhood  
● Viewpoints on incarceration  
● Education level  
● Gender  
● Socio-economics 

Also consider how you could include:

● Formerly incarcerated people 
● Law enforcement professionals 
● Public officials 

● Teachers, school administrators, 
and other educators 

● Young people 
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● Health care and wellness 
professionals 

● Human and social service 
providers 

● Mental health professionals 
● Community resource specialists

Once the team is in place, you can work together to define your goals, clarify your purpose, 
and create a plan for the work to follow. Think about the outcomes  you want to see from 
working together as well as from the conversation. Consider:   

● How your team will work together;  
● The kinds of change you want to see in your community as a result of this effort; 
● How many people you want to participate; and  
● If and how you want to implement the ideas generated as a result of the 

conversation 

 

Planning Your Community Conversation 

Who will you invite? 
❏ Your entire community 

❏ Identify how and when you will communicate this event: 
❏ A specific group: 
❏ Other:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Will you bring in an outside expert to facilitate? 

❏ Yes 
❏ No 
❏ Other:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Which facilitation model will you use? (see Learn More section) 
❏ Aspen Institute 
❏ Harwood Institute 
❏ Public Conversations Project 
❏ National Coalition for Dialogue & Deliberation 
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❏ Other:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Identify Roles 

❏ Facilitator(s): 
❏ Note taker(s): 
❏ Small group discussion leader(s): 
❏ Community liaison(s): 
❏ Other:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

How will you follow up? 

❏ Review conversation summary with internal staff 
❏ Share conversation summary with group participants 
❏ Share conversation highlights with other community partners 
❏ Other:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Learn more 
Aspen Institute - Action Guide for Re-Envisioning Your Public Library, version 2.0  

http://www.libraryvision.org/download_action_guide 
  

Harwood Institute  

https://theharwoodinstitute.org/tools/ 

 

National Coalition for Dialogue & Deliberation - Resource Guide on Public Engagement 

http://www.ncdd.org/files/NCDD2010_Resource_Guide.pdf (Available for download on  
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/reentry/ and the Red USB “Flash” drive.) 

 

Fostering Dialogue Across Divides: A Nuts and Bolts Guide from the Public Conversations Project 

www.publicconversations.org  (Website)  

http://bit.ly/fosteringdialogue  (Available on Red USB “Flash” drive & in a spiral bound book) 

 

http://www.libraryvision.org/download_action_guide
http://www.libraryvision.org/download_action_guide
https://theharwoodinstitute.org/tools/
http://www.ncdd.org/files/NCDD2010_Resource_Guide.pdf
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
http://www.publicconversations.org/
http://bit.ly/fosteringdialogue
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Organizing Community-Wide Dialogue for Action & Change Everyday Democracy 

www.everyday-democracy.org/en/Resource.39.aspx  

 

Café to Go! A Quick Reference Guide for Putting Conversations to Work, World Café 

http://www.theworldcafe.com/tools-store/hosting-tool-kit/ 

 

 

http://www.everyday-democracy.org/en/Resource.39.aspx
http://www.theworldcafe.com/tools-store/hosting-tool-kit/
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Worksheet: Identifying 
Community Resources 
─ 

Introduction 
Librarians, by profession, are information providers. Having an easily accessible list of local, 
county, state, and national resources to use as a source of ready reference is one of the 
easiest ways to make your library a more welcoming and inclusive space for recently 
incarcerated people. Resources do not even have to be reentry specific in order to provide 
recently incarcerated patrons with a sense of community. Not only can folks experiencing 
homelessness benefit from referrals to places supporting these activities, it can also help 
the library form partnerships with service agencies in the local community. Library staff can 
focus on promoting and delivering library services while making appropriate and respectful 
referrals for services not available in the library. By training staff and connecting users to 
resources, the library is not only helping individuals, but the community as a whole. 

Furthermore, positioning this list and other reentry resources (pamphlets, flyers, booklets, 
etc.) in a highly visible or high traffic area of your library lets your recently incarcerated 
patrons know that they are a welcome and central part of your community. Visibility and 
representation are key factors in creating a destigmatized community space that is diverse 
and inclusive for all of your library’s patrons.  

Instructions 
Use this worksheet to document any people, programs, entities, or other resources that 
are relevant to this kit. The data fields in this worksheet are suggestions only; you may wish 
to create your own worksheet based on your library’s needs.  

To maximize its usefulness, be sure to update the worksheet regularly and make it 
accessible to relevant library staff. A template of this worksheet can be found on the 
website at http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/reentry/ and on the included USB 
flash drive. 

http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
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Contact Name, Title, & 
Organization 

Contact info 
 

Notes 

Ex: Jane Doe, Community Liaison, 
Denver Human Services 

jane.doe@domain.org 
720-333-3333 

Contacted 11/21/21 

Ex: Jane Doe, Community Liaison, 
Denver Human Services 

jane.doe@domain.org 
720-333-3333 

Contacted 11/21/21 

Ex: Jane Doe, Community Liaison, 
Denver Human Services 

jane.doe@domain.org 
720-333-3333 

Contacted 11/21/21 

Ex: Jane Doe, Community Liaison, 
Denver Human Services 

jane.doe@domain.org 
720-333-3333 

Contacted 11/21/21 

Program or Entity URL Notes 

Ex: WAGEES Program (Work and 
Gain Education & Employment 
Skills) 

hwageesco.org Add to our online 
community 
resources page. 

Ex: WAGEES Program (Work and 
Gain Education & Employment 
Skills) 

hwageesco.org Add to our online 
community 
resources page. 

Ex: WAGEES Program (Work and 
Gain Education & Employment 
Skills) 

hwageesco.org Add to our online 
community 
resources page. 

Ex: WAGEES Program (Work and 
Gain Education & Employment 
Skills) 

hwageesco.org Add to our online 
community 
resources page. 

Other Resource URL 
 

Notes 

Ex: Remerg (nonprofit) 
 

remerg.com 
 

Resources offered 

Ex: Remerg 
 

remerg.com Resources offered 
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Ex: Remerg remerg.com Resources offered 
 

Ex: Remerg remerg.com Resources offered 
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Additional Resources 
─ 

Online Reentry Resource Kit 
We have included a red USB flash drive key with this resource kit containing these pages 
from the binder and other resources. You can also create a list of local resources to 
distribute at your library. See the Worksheet: Identifying Community Resources included in 
this kit. 

 

National Reentry Resources 
Volunteers of America Correctional Reentry Services 

www.voa.org/correctional-re-entry-services  

Services include halfway houses and work-release programs, day reporting, diversion and 
pre-trial services, residential treatment, family supports, and dispute resolution and 
mediation services. 

 

National Reentry Resource Center 

www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org  
Funded and administered by the U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Assistance 
(BJA), the National Reentry Resource Center (NRRC) is the nation’s primary source of 
information and guidance in reentry. 

Jails to Jobs 

www.jailstojobs.org  
Jails to Jobs is a nonprofit organization that gives previously incarcerated and soon-to-be-
released people the tools they need to find employment including free work clothes and a 
searchable directory of free and low-cost gang tattoo removal programs across the US. 

Career One Stop 

www.careeronestop.org  

http://www.voa.org/correctional-re-entry-services
http://www.voa.org/correctional-re-entry-services
http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/
https://www.bja.gov/
https://www.bja.gov/
http://www.jailstojobs.org/
http://www.careeronestop.org/
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Career One Stop is a national job search page for formerly incarcerated people with local 
and regional search options. 

Prison Policy Initiative 

www.prisonpolicy.org   

Prison policy initiative is a non-partisan nonprofit organization that produces research and 
advocacy at the center of the national conversation about criminal justice reform and over-
criminalization.  

 

The Sentencing Project 

www.sentencingproject.org   

The Sentencing Project advocates for effective and humane responses to crime that 
minimize imprisonment and criminalization of youth and adults by promoting racial, ethnic, 
economic, and gender justice.  
 

Colorado Reentry Resources 
Remerg 
www.remerg.org  

Remerg works to connect people to community resources that help them realize their 
potential after getting out fo jail or prison by fostering connections to hundres of resources 
and empowering peopel with advice and examples on navigating and accessing help.  

 

Wagees Colorado   
www.wageesco.org  

WAGEES stands for ‘work and gain education and employment skills.’ This is a reentry 
community grant program mandated by law to provide funding to community-based 
organizations that support people returning from incarceration. Wagees is a one-stop-shop 
for all reentry needs and has an extensive list of trusted resources and community 
partners. 

 

Colorado Criminal Justice Reform Coalition 

http://www.prisonpolicy.org/
http://www.sentencingproject.org/
http://www.remerg.org/
http://www.wageesco.org/
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www.ccjrc.org  
CCJRC is a coalition of over 10000 individual members and 112 organizations who have 
united to stop perpetual prison expansion in Colorado through policy and sentence 
reform. 

Our chief areas of interest include drug policy reform, women in prison, racial injustice, the 
impact of incarceration on children and families, the problems associated with re-entry and 
stopping the practice of using private prisons in our state. 

 

Second Chance Center 

www.scccolorado.org  

The Second Chance Center offers care management, mentoring, and vital resources to 
assist formerly incarcerated people in reestablishing their lives and becoming successful 
members of the community.  

 

Colorado Criminal Justice Reform Coalition 

www.ccjrc.org  
CCJRC is a coalition of over 10000 individual members and 112 organizations who have 
united to stop perpetual prison expansion in Colorado through policy and sentence 
reform. 

 

Community Re-Entry Specialists 

https://cdoc.colorado.gov/parole-and-re-entry-services 

Community re-entry specialists (CRES) provide integrated case management and support 
services throughout the state to assist with removing barriers that interfere with successful 
transition including housing, transportation, clothing, hygiene, backpacks, work tools, 
employment training, and job placement. 

Facilitation Resources 
Aspen Institute - Action Guide for Re-Envisioning Your Public Library, version 2.0  

http://www.libraryvision.org/download_action_guide 
  

Harwood Institute  

http://www.ccjrc.org/
http://www.scccolorado.org/
http://www.scccolorado.org/
http://www.ccjrc.org/
https://cdoc.colorado.gov/parole-and-re-entry-services/community-based-services/community-re-entry-specialists
http://www.libraryvision.org/download_action_guide
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https://theharwoodinstitute.org/tools/ 

 

National Coalition for Dialogue & Deliberation - Resource Guide on Public Engagement 

http://www.ncdd.org/files/NCDD2010_Resource_Guide.pdf (Available for download on  
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/reentry/ and the Red USB “Flash” drive.) 

 

Fostering Dialogue Across Divides: A Nuts and Bolts Guide from the Public Conversations Project 

www.publicconversations.org  (Website)  

http://bit.ly/fosteringdialogue  (Available on Red USB “Flash” drive & in a spiral bound book) 

 

Organizing Community-Wide Dialogue for Action & Change Everyday Democracy 

www.everyday-democracy.org/en/Resource.39.aspx  

 

Café to Go! A Quick Reference Guide for Putting Conversations to Work, World Café 

http://www.theworldcafe.com/tools-store/hosting-tool-kit/ 

 

https://theharwoodinstitute.org/tools/
http://www.ncdd.org/files/NCDD2010_Resource_Guide.pdf
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/lets-talk-about-it/homelessness/
http://www.publicconversations.org/
http://bit.ly/fosteringdialogue
http://www.everyday-democracy.org/en/Resource.39.aspx
http://www.theworldcafe.com/tools-store/hosting-tool-kit/
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Reentry Book List 
─ 

One of the easiest ways to make formerly incarcerated people feel welcome at the library is 
to allow them to see themselves on the shelves by purchasing books that are about 
incarceration and reentry. This will also help de-stigmatize the topic for your other library 
customers.  

Below is a non-exhaustive list of books that have incarceration and reentry as themes for 
you to consider adding to your library shelves.  

Adult Books 
Nonfiction 

A colony in a nation by Christopher Hayes. 2018. 

After prison : navigating adulthood in the shadow of the justice system by David J. Harding. 
2020. 

A knock at midnight : a story of hope, justice, and freedom by Britany K. Barnett. 2020. 

Anatomy of injustice : a murder case gone wrong by Raymond Bonner. 2012. 

Are prisons obsolete? by Angela Davis. 2003.  

Becoming Ms. Burton : from prison to recovering to leading the fight for incarcerated women by 
Susan Burton. 2017. 

Beyond survival : strategies and stories from the transformative justice movement by Leah 
Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha. 2020. 

Blood in the Water: the Attica prison uprising of 1971 and ti’s legacy by Heather Ann 
Thompson. 2017. 

Burning down the house : the end of juvenile prison by Nell Bernstein.  

Felon : poems by Reginald Dwayne Betts. 2019. 

Free Cyntoia : my search for redemption in the American prison system by Cyntoia Brown. 
2020. 
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Halfway home : race, punishment, and the afterlife of mass incarceration by Reuben Jonathan 
Miller. 2021 

Homeward : life in the year after prison by Bruce Western. 2018. 

Just mercy : a story of justice and redemption by Bryan Stevenson. 2014. 

Life sentences : writings from inside an American prison by Ralph Bolden. 2019. 

Marking time : art in the age of mass incarceration by Nicole R. Fleetwood. 2020. 

New Jim Crow : mass incarceration in the age of colorblindness by Michele Alexander. 2019.  

Out of the red : my life of gangs, prison, and redemption by Christian L. Bolden. 2020. 

Prison by any other name by Maya Schenwar. 2021. 

Pushout : the criminalization of black girls in schools. 2015. 

Solitary : unbroken by four decades in solitary confinement : my story of transformation and 
hope by Albert Woodfox. 2021. 

The color of law : a forgotten history of how our government segregated America by Richard 
Rothstein. 2018. 

The prisoner’s wife : a memoir by Asha Bandele. 1999. 

The sun does shine : how I found life, freedom, and justice by Anthony Ray Hinton. 2018. 

United States of Grace : a memoir of homelssness, addiction, incarceration, and hope by Lenny 
Duncan. 2021. 

 

Fiction 

An American marriage by Tayrari Jones. 2018. 

Blacktop Wasteland by S. A. Crosby. 2020. 

Hole in my life by Jack Gantoss. 2002. 

On the yard by Malcolm Braly. 1967. 

Riots I have known by Ryan Chapman. 2019 

Rita Hayworth and Shawshank redemption by Stephen King. 982. 

Sing, unburied sing by Jesmyn Ward. 2017. 

The 25th hour by David Benioff. 2000. 
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The Graybar Hotel by Curtis Dawkins. 2017. 

The green mile by Stephen King. 1996. 

The keep by Jennifer Egan. 2006. 

The Mars room by Rachel Kushner. 2018. 

The Nickel boys by Colson Whitehead. 2019. 

The right mistake by Walter Mosley. 2008. 

 

Young Adult Books 
Allegedly : a novel by Tiffany D. Jackson. 2018. 

Buck : a memoir by Molefi K. Asante. 2013. 

Cuz by Danielle S. Allen, 2018. 

Dear Justyce by Nic Stone. 2020. 

Fighting words by Kimberly Brukaer Bradley. 2019. 

Fist, stick, knife, gun : a personal history of violence by Jamar Nicholas. 2010.  

Invisible man, got the whole world watching : a young black man’s education by Mychal Denzel 
Smith. 2017. 

Lockdown by Walter Dean Myers. 2010. 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers. 2020. 

Punching the air by Ibi Zoboi. 2020. 

Rikers High by Paul Volponi. 2002 

Ruby on the outside by Nora Raleigh Baskin. 2015. 

They called me 299-359 : Poetry by the Incarcerated Youth of Free Minds by Free Minds Writers. 
2020. 

Yummy : the last days of a Southside shorty by Greg Neri. 2011. 

Children’s Books 
All kinds of families by Norma Simon. 

Almost like visiting by Shannon Ellis. 2016. 
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Anna’s test by Whitney Q. Hollins. 2019. 

But why is daddy in prison and But why is mommy in jail ? by Erika Ruiz.  

Day we visit daddy in prison by Cindy Similien. 2020. 

Deena Misses her mom by Jonae Haynesworth. 2017. 

Far apart, close in heart by Becky Birtha. 20174. 

From the desk of Zoe Washington by Jane Marks. 2020. 

Hooray! Hooray! Dad’s on his way by LaShelle White-Corley. 2015. 

Kennedy’s big visit by Daphne Brooks. 2015. 

Knock, knock : my dad’s dream for me by Daniel Beaty. 2013. 

Kofi’s Mom by Richard Dyches. 2016. 

Mama loves me from away by Pat Brisson. 2004. 

Milo imagines the world by Matt de la Peña. 2021. 

Missing Daddy by Mariame Kaba. 2018. 

My daddy’s in jail by Anthony Curcio. 2015. 

The night dad went to jail : what to expect when someone you love goes to jail by Melissa 
Higgins. 2011. 

Our moms by Q. Futrell. 2015. 

The night dad went to jail : what to expect when someone you love goes to jail by Melissa 
Higgins. 2011. 

The same stuff as stars by Katherine Paterson. 2002. 

Sing, sing, midnight by Emily Gallagher. 2016. 

Visiting day by Jacqueline Woodson. 2002. 

When Andy’s father went to prison by Martha Whitemore Hickman. 1990. 
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Feedback Form 
 ─ 

Instructions 
Please help us improve the reentry resource kit by completing this paper feedback form. 
Please return the completed paper form with the kit at the end of your loan period. 

Part 1: Evaluation 
 

 Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neither 
Agree 
nor 
Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Community awareness about 
issues facing recently 
incarcerated people increased 
as a result of this kit. 

     

Staff awareness about issues 
facing recently incarcerated 
people increased as a result of 
this kit. 
 

     

I am satisfied that the 
resources in this kit met the 
library’s needs. 

     

This resource will help improve 
library services to the public. 
 

     

 
The loan period was adequate. 
 

     



 
Reentry Resource Kit | Feedback Form - 2 

 

I would recommend this 
reentry kit to another library. 

     

 

Which parts of the kit did you find useful, and why? 

 

 

 

Were there any parts of the kit that your library didn’t use ? Why not? 

 

 

 

How can we improve this kit? 

 

 

  

 

Can you suggest additional topics? 

 
 

Part 2: How Your Library Used the Kit 
Please describe any of the activities or programs you used from this kit. Be as specific as 
possible. Include links, comments, and/or evaluation data when available.  

** Want another way to keep the conversation going and share your experiences with 
others?  Visit our online forum and share what you are doing there.   The forum is part of 
our online CSL Resource Kit web site:  http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/discuss/ ** 

 

http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/discuss/
http://cslkits.cvlsites.org/discuss/
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IMPORTANT 
SAFEGUARDS
When using an electrical appliance, basic safety 
precautions should always be taken, including 
the following:

1. READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS.

2.   Do not touch hot surfaces. Use handle.

3.  To protect against fire, electric shock and  
injury to persons, DO NOT IMMERSE CORD, 
plUg OR baSE UNIT in water or other  
liquids.

4.   Close supervision is necessary when any  
appliance is used by or near children.

5.  Unplug from outlet when not in use and 
before cleaning. allow to cool before putting 
on or taking off parts, and before cleaning 
appliance.

6.  Do not operate any appliance with a  
damaged cord or plug, or after the appliance 
has malfunctioned or has been damaged in  
any manner. Return appliance to the nearest 
Cuisinart authorized Service Facility for  
examination, repair or adjustment.

7.  The use of accessory attachments not  
recommended by Cuisinart may result in fire, 
electric shock or injury to persons.

8. Do not use outdoors.

9.  Do not let power cord hang over edge of 
table or counter, or touch hot surfaces.

10.  Do not place on or near a hot gas or electric 
burner, or in a heated oven.

11.  always attach the plug to the appliance  
first, then plug cord into wall outlet. To 
disconnect, push switch to Off, then  
remove plug from wall outlet.

12.  Do not use appliance for other than  
intended use.

13.  Scalding may occur if the lid is removed 
during the heating cycle.

FOR HOUSEHOLD 
USE ONLY
SAVE THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS
WARNING: RISK OF FIRE 
OR ELECTRIC SHOCK

The lightning flash with arrowhead  
symbol within an equilateral triangle is 
intended to alert the user to the 
presence of uninsulated dangerous 
voltage within the product’s enclosure 
that may be of sufficient magnitude to 
constitute a risk of fire or electric 
shock to persons.

The exclamation point within an  
equilateral triangle is intended to  
alert the user to the presence of 
important operating and maintenance 
(servicing) instructions in the literature 
accompanying the appliance.

WARNING
RISK OF FIRE OR ELECTRIC SHOCK 

DO NOT OPEN

WARNING: TO REDUCE THE RISK OF FIRE OR ELECTRIC SHOCK, 

DO NOT REMOVE COVER (OR BACK)

NO USER-SERVICEABLE PARTS INSIDE

REPAIR SHOULD BE DONE BY AUTHORIZED SERVICE PERSONNEL ONLY



SPECIAL CORD SET 
INSTRUCTIONS:
a short power-supply 
cord is provided to 
reduce the risks 
resulting from 
becoming entangled in 
or tripping over a 
longer cord.

longer extension cords 
are available and may 
be used if care is 
exercised in their use.

If a long extension cord 
is used, the marked 
electrical rating of the 
extension cord must be 
at least as great as the 
electrical rating of the 
appliance. The 
extension cord should 
be a grounding-type 
3-wire cord, and the longer cord should be 
arranged so that it will not drape over the 
countertop or tabletop where it can be pulled on 
by children or tripped over.

For your protection, this unit is equipped with a 
3-conductor cord set that has a molded 3-prong 
grounding-type plug, and should be used in 
combination with a properly connected 
grounding-type outlet as shown in Figure a.

If a grounding-type outlet is not available, an 
adapter, shown in Figure b, may be obtained so 
that a 2-slot wall outlet can be used with a 
3-prong plug. as shown in Figure C, the adapter 
must be grounded by attaching its grounding lug 
under the screw of the outlet cover plate.

NOTE: Do not remove the grounding prong.

CAUTION: Before using an adapter, it must be 
determined that the outlet cover plate screw is 
properly grounded. If in doubt, consult a 
licensed electrician. Never use an adapter 
unless you are sure it is properly grounded.

Note: Use of an adapter is not permitted in 
Canada.

UNPACKING INSTRUCTIONS
1.  place the box on a large, sturdy, flat 

surface.

2.  Remove the instruction book and any 
other literature.

3. Remove the upper pulp molded insert. 

5.  lift the kettle from the box and remove 
the polybag. 

6. Remove the lower pulp molded insert. 

7.  lift the power base from the box and 
remove the polybag. 

We suggest you save all packing materials 
in the event that future shipping of the 
machine is needed. Keep all plastic bags 
away from children.
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A BRIEF  HISTORY OF TEA 
The origins of tea can be traced back nearly 
5,000 years to a legendary emperor of China. a 
prolific herbalist, it is believed that leaves from 
some twigs he was burning floated into a boiling 
kettle of water. The results were delicious, and 
tea was invented. The hot beverage flourished 
throughout southern asia; the Dutch East India 
Company introduced it to Europe in the late 17th 
century. From there it spread to the american 
colonies and the rest of the world! 

TYPES OF TEA 
There are many types of teas, the most popular 
being black, oolong, green and white. all teas 
come from the same warm-weather evergreen 
plant: the Camellia sinensis, or tea plant. Tisane 
or “herbal” teas can be a mixture of just about 
anything: herbs, flowers, spices, seeds, etc. 
There are also varieties of tea that are real teas 
with spices or other flavorings blended in. Earl 
grey, for instance, is black tea with bergamot 
peel or oil added. 

THE BENEFITS OF TEA 
Tea is more popular than ever. and every cup is 
brimming with benefits: natural vitamins, 
minerals, and antioxidants. Drinking tea has 
actually been found to be better for you than 
drinking water. It rehydrates your body and its 
healthy antioxidants may offer protection against 
a wide range of diseases. Tea can be an 
invigorating start to the morning, a soothing 
break from a busy day, or a comfortable way to 
unwind and relax each evening – it all adds up to 
a healthy mind, body, and spirit.

THE ART OF STEEPING TEA
great care is taken to create every tea’s unique 
character. Each tea should be brewed at the 
right temperature to properly savor and 
appreciate all the natural and aromatic flavors 
and benefits. More delicate teas risk burning at 
general steeping temperatures; this variety 
should be steeped at a lower temperature to 
optimize flavors. below is a chart with our 
suggested steeping temperatures and times.

TEA STEEPING CHART

Type Temperature Steep Time

Delicate Tea 160°F 1–2 min

green Tea 175°F 2–3 min

White Tea 185°F 2–3 min

Oolong Tea 190°F 3–4 min

French press 200°F 4–5 min

black & Herbal Teas 212°F  
(full boil) 3–5 min
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FEATURES AND BENEFITS 

 1.  Dripless Pour Spout  
with Splash Guard  
keeps counters dry 

 2.  Removable Scale Filter  
for clean water

 3.   Easy-Open Lid  
for quick and easy filling

 4.  Lid Release Button 

 5.  Preset Temperature Controls  
with Indicators

  Delicate Tea (160°)

  green Tea (175°)

  Oolong Tea (185°)

  White Tea (190°)

  French press (200°)

  black Tea (boil - 212°)

 6.  Start (Stop) with Indicator 
to start/stop the heating process

 7.  Keep Warm with Indicator   
maintains the selected temperature  
for 30 minutes

 8.  Water Window   
for a clear view of water level

 9.  Stay-Cool Handle   
designed for comfort

10.  Power Base with 360° Swivel   
for cordless convenience

4
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BEFORE USING FOR  
THE FIRST TIME
before using your Cuisinart® perfecTemp™ 
Cordless programmable Kettle for the first time, 
we recommend rinsing the kettle with water to 
remove any dust or residue remaining from the 
manufacturing process.

OPERATION/HEATING
1.  Open kettle by pressing the lid Release 

(OpEN) button.

2.  add fresh, cold water, watching level in 
water window. Do not fill past 1.7L mark – 
overfilling could cause boil-over.

3.  Close the lid by pressing down until it  
locks shut.

4.  Make sure the unit is plugged in, then place 
the kettle on the power base.

5.  press the preset temperature button for  
the type of tea you are brewing; both  
preset and Keep Warm buttons will light up.                               
NOTE: If Keep Warm function has been turned 
off, only the preset temperature button will 
light up. 

6.  begin the heating process by pressing the 
Start button. The selected preset will flash  
until water reaches set temperature. To turn 
kettle off at any time, simply press the Start  
(Stop) button again. 

7.  Once your kettle has reached the selected 
temperature, the unit will beep. The Keep 
Warm, preset temperature and Start lights will 
stay on, and temperature will be maintained 
for 30 minutes. 

8.  lift the kettle off the base to pour water.  
all lights will turn off while the kettle is off  
the base. 

9.  Return kettle to the base. Indicator lights will 
go back on and the Keep Warm cycle will pick 
up right where it left off. 

MEMORY FEATURE 
The kettle features an internal “memory” that  
lets you leave the kettle off the base for up to  
2 minutes without it going into standby mode. 
When returned to the base, it will restart the 
heating and/or Keep Warm cycles right where 
they left off.

NOTE: If kettle goes into standby mode before 
it’s returned to base, simply reselect your preset 
temperature and press Start to restart.

KEEP WARM MODE 
Keep Warm is the kettle’s default function that 
automatically maintains selected temperature for 
30 minutes. If you have selected the boil preset, 
your unit will hold a temperature just below 
boiling during the Keep Warm cycle. To bring 
water back to a rolling boil, press the Start button 
twice.

Keep Warm can be turned off by pressing the 
Keep Warm button at any time before or during 
the heating cycle. To turn it back on, just press 
the button again. If Keep Warm is not selected, 
when the kettle reaches the preset temperature 
the unit will beep and the Start light will turn off. 
The preset temperature light will remain lit until 
water temperature has dropped below the preset. 

BOIL-DRY PROTECTION 
Your kettle is equipped with boil-dry protection. If 
it starts heating without enough water in the unit, 
the heater will automatically shut off to avoid 
damaging the heating element. The lights will 
flash and the unit will beep to alert you. Once the 
kettle has cooled down, lift it off the base, then 
replace it to reset and restart the heating cycle.

The quickest way to cool down the heater is to fill 
the kettle with cold water; however, you can also 
wait for it to cool down by itself.

SLEEP MODE 
If the unit is not in use for 5 minutes, it will revert 
to sleep mode. The heater and all lights will be 
off, but your last selections will remain in the 
unit’s memory. To turn the kettle back on, simply 
press any button, or lift it up and then return it to 
the base.  
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CLEANING AND CARE
Unplug your kettle and allow it to cool before 
cleaning.

Wipe the kettle and base of unit with a soft, 
damp cloth. be sure that the electric kettle 
socket is kept dry. Dry all parts after every use.

Never immerse kettle or power base in water.
Any other servicing should be performed by 
an authorized service representative.

REMOVABLE SCALE FILTER
This kettle has a scale filter inside for  
clean water. The filter can be removed by 
grasping it and pulling upward. Run under hot 
water and rub with a clean cloth or brush. 

Replace the filter; it will snap back into place. 

DECALCIFICATION
Decalcification refers to removing mineral 
deposits, which may form in the interior of the 
kettle and may result in discoloration. 

To get the best performance from your  
Cuisinart® perfecTemp™ Cordless programmable 
Kettle, decalcify your unit from time to time. 
Frequency will depend on the hardness of your 
tap water and how often you use your kettle. 

We suggest using a kettle descaler in order to 
dissolve these deposits or scale. Follow the 
directions on the descaler package. 

If a commercial descaler is not available, fill the 
kettle with enough white vinegar to cover the 
bottom by about ½ inch. Heat the vinegar to a 
boil. Repeat this with cooled vinegar until all 
deposits are removed. When the descaling 
process is complete, empty the kettle and rinse 
out several times with clean water. 

TROUBLESHOOTING
Problem Solution

No lights are on be sure the unit is plugged in and the kettle is securely on the power 
base. Then press your preset temperature selection and press Start.

Kettle is not heating water
be sure to press Start after pressing your temperature selection.  
If you are pressing Start and kettle is still not heating, call Cuisinart 
Customer Service.

Kettle goes into standby 
mode instead of remember-
ing its settings when put  
back on the base.

If the kettle is off the base for more than 2 minutes, the internal 
memory turns off. Simply put it back on the base, reselect your  
settings and press Start.

Keep Warm function is  
not working

The Keep Warm function is the default setting; the lED light  
indicates whether it is on or off.

Unit beeps and all the 
lights are flashing

The water level in the kettle is too low for heating. To avoid  
damaging the heating element, remove the kettle from base,  
add water, return it to the base and press Start again.

I pressed the wrong  
temperature button

Change your selection at any time by simply pressing another 
preset. When flashing light stays lit, the selected temperature  
has been reached.

Water is taking longer than 
usual to heat

Several variables can affect heat-up time, including room tempera-
ture, how much water is in the kettle, and the temperature of the 
water. If you’ve recently heated water to a higher temperature than 
your current selection, the kettle will appear to be heating, but is 
actually waiting for water to cool down. add cold water to speed 
the process.
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RECIPES
We’ve included a variety of tea recipes to  
enjoy with your Cuisinart® PerfecTemp™ Kettle.  
If you’re a coffee lover, be sure to try our  
French Press option. Brewing in a French Press 
maintains essential oils to maximize coffee flavor. 
And don’t forget to use the Boil setting to 
prepare your favorite hot breakfast cereals, 
instant soup and hot chocolate drinks.

ICed SouThern  
SWeeT TeA

A staple in any Southern household, Cuisinart’s 
Sweet Tea is a perfect companion on a hot 

summer day.

Makes one 8-ounce serving

3  bags black tea (or three servings 
loose tea)
water

1 cup ice cubes
¼ cup simple syrup*

1.  Put tea in a small bowl. Put at least 10 
ounces of water into your kettle and select 
the Black setting. Pour 8 ounces of the hot 
water over tea and let steep 3 to 5 minutes. 
Strain. refrigerate tea until chilled.

2.  Put the ice in a tall glass. Pour the chilled, 
steeped tea over the ice and stir in the 
simple syrup. Adjust sweetness to taste. 

* While you can purchase simple syrup at 
gourmet shops, it is easy to make at home 
(and less expensive). To prepare, add equal 
parts granulated sugar and water to a small 
saucepan set over medium-low heat. Let 
mixture heat until all of the sugar has 
dissolved. Cool mixture to room 
temperature. 

nutritional information per serving: 
Calories 92 (   0% from fat) • carb. 25g • pro. 0g • fat 0g 

sat. fat 0g • chol. 0mg • sod. 0mg • calc. 1mg • fiber 0g

WhITe TeA WITh FenneL
Fennel is a great aid in digestion.  

This tea is light and fragrant.

Makes one 8-ounce serving

water
1½ tablespoons fennel seed
1 teaspoon honey
1 bag white tea (or 1 serving loose tea)

1.  Put at least 10 ounces of water into your 
kettle and select the White setting. 

2.  While water is heating, put the fennel and 
honey into an 8-ounce mug. Add the tea. 
Pour 8 ounces of the hot water over the tea 
and stir to combine. 

3.  Let tea steep for 2 to 3 minutes. Strain 
and enjoy. 

nutritional information per serving:
Calories 53 ( 2  0% from fat) • carb. 11g • pro. 1g • fat 1g 

sat. fat 0g • chol. 0mg • sod. 10mg • calc. 112mg • fiber 4g

ThAI ICed TeA
A very sweet treat, this tea is a perfect way to  

end a spicy Thai meal. 

Makes two 8-ounce servings

2  oolong tea bags (or two servings 
loose tea)
water

 ice
4 ounces sweetened condensed milk

1.  Put the tea into a small bowl. Put at least  
16 ounces of water into your kettle and 
select the delicate setting. Pour 12 ounces 
of the hot water over the tea bags and let 
steep 10 to 15 minutes. Strain and cool to 
room temperature.

2.  Add six ounces of the cooled tea to two tall 
glasses filled with ice. Add 2 ounces of the 
sweetened condensed milk to each glass.  
Stir to combine and serve. 

nutritional information per serving: 
Calories 245 (24  % from fat) • carb. 42g • pro. 6g • fat 7g  

sat. fat 4g • chol. 26mg • sod. 97mg • calc. 217mg • fiber 0g
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BuBBLe TeA
Makes two 10-ounce servings

Tapioca:
¼ cup large pearl tapioca, dried
2 cups room temperature water

Sugar Syrup:
½ cup packed light brown sugar
½ cup granulated sugar
1 cup water

Tea:
 water
2  bags black tea  

(or two servings loose tea)

½ cup half & half
 ice (optional)

1.  Prepare the tapioca: Put the dried tapioca in 
a medium bowl and add the room 
temperature water. Cover and let sit overnight 
to soften. once plumped, strain, discarding 
water and reserving the tapioca (tapioca 
should be gummy-like in texture and taste).

2.  Prepare sugar syrup: In a small saucepan, 
combine the sugars and measured water 
and set over medium-low heat. Let mixture 
heat until all of the sugar has dissolved. 
Cool mixture to room temperature.

3.  Prepare the tea: Put tea into a small bowl. 
Put at least 20 ounces of water into your 
kettle and select the Black setting. Pour 16 
ounces of the hot water over tea and let 
steep 3 to 5 minutes. Strain and cool to 
room temperature. 

4.  For each serving, put ¼ cup each of the 
tapioca, sugar syrup and half & half into a 
tall glass. Add ½ of the tea and stir to 
combine. For a colder drink, add ice.

Serving note: Traditionally, Bubble Tea is 
served with a large straw so the tapioca can  
be enjoyed while sipping the tea. 

nutritional information per serving: 
Calories 320 (38  % from fat) • carb. 47g • pro. 4g • fat 14g  

sat. fat 9g • chol. 45mg • sod. 51mg • calc. 132mg • fiber 0g

MoroCCAn MInT TeA
Makes one 8-ounce serving

 water
2  tablespoons fresh mint leaves  

(about 16 medium leaves)
1 to 2 tablespoons granulated sugar

1  bag black tea  
(or 1 serving loose tea)

1.  Put at least 10 ounces of water into your 
kettle and select the Black setting.

2.  While water is heating, put the mint and 
sugar into an 8-ounce mug. using a spoon, 
crush the mint and sugar together to 
release the mint’s oils. Add the tea. Pour 8 
ounces of the hot water over the tea and 
stir to combine.

3.  Let tea steep for 3 to 5 minutes. Strain and 
enjoy. 

nutritional information per serving:
Calories 50 (   0% from fat) • carb. 13g • pro. 0g • fat 0g 

sat. fat 0g • chol. 0mg • sod. 0mg • calc. 2mg • fiber 0g

GInGer, LeMon  
& honey TeA

Makes one 8-ounce serving

 water
3 tablespoons chopped fresh ginger
½ teaspoon fresh lemon juice
½ to 1 tablespoon honey
1  bag green tea  

(or 1 serving loose tea)

1.  Put at least 10 ounces of water into your 
kettle and select the Green setting.

2.  While water is heating, put the ginger, 
lemon juice and honey into an 8-ounce 
mug. Add the tea. Pour 8 ounces of the hot 
water over the tea and stir to combine. 

3.  Let tea steep for 2 to 3 minutes. Strain  
and enjoy. 

Nutritional information per serving:
Calories 45 (   2% from fat) • carb. 12g • pro. 0g • fat 0g  

sat. fat 0g • chol. 0mg • sod. 2mg • calc. 3mg • fiber 0g 
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ChAi
While this tea is best prepared with half & half, 

reduced-fat or soy milk may be substituted.

Makes one 6-ounce serving

3 black tea bags
water

6 ounces half & half
½ teaspoon pure vanilla extract
¼  teaspoon freshly ground black  

pepper
¼ teaspoon ground cloves
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
3 star anise pods
1  ½ x ½-inch piece of peeled  

fresh ginger
 pinch orange zest
2 teaspoons honey

1.  Put tea bags into an 8-ounce mug. Put  
at least 8 ounces of water into your kettle 
and select the Black setting. Pour 2 ounces 
of the hot water over the tea bags and let 
steep 10 to 15 minutes.  

2.  While the water is heating, bring the half & 
half and vanilla to a boil in a medium 
saucepan set over medium heat. Once the 
mixture comes to a boil, stir in the spices, 
ginger and zest. Let the mixture simmer 10 
to 15 minutes. 

3.  Once the tea has steeped, fully squeeze out 
tea from tea bags, reserving the tea and 
discarding the bags. Add the steeped tea 
to the half & half mixture. 

4.  Strain mixture into an 8-ounce mug and stir 
in honey. 

Nutritional information per serving:
Calories 50 (   0% from fat) • carb. 13g • pro. 0g • fat 0g 

sat. fat 0g • chol. 0mg • sod. 0mg • calc. 2mg • fiber 0g

GiNGer JASmiNe mArtiNi
Makes two 5-ounce drinks

Ginger Syrup:

½ cup water
½  cup granulated sugar
2  tablespoons chopped ginger  

(approximately one 2-inch piece  
of ginger)

Tea:
1  jasmine tea bag (or 1 serving  

loose tea)
 water

Cocktail:
 ice
2 ounces chilled jasmine tea
4 ounces vodka
2 ounces ginger syrup
½ ounce peach schnapps
½  ounce fresh squeezed orange juice  

(about ½ small orange)

1.  Prepare the ginger syrup: Put water and 
sugar into a small saucepan and place over 
medium heat. Bring just to a boil to 
dissolve the sugar. Add the chopped ginger 
and allow syrup to simmer for about 30 
minutes. Strain and reserve the syrup, 
discarding the ginger. Chill the syrup in the 
refrigerator until needed.

2.  Prepare the tea: Put tea in a heatproof 
glass or measuring cup. Put at least 10 
ounces of water into the kettle and select 
the delicate setting. Pour 8-ounces of hot 
water into the cup. Allow to steep for 
about 5 minutes. Strain. refrigerate tea 
until chilled.

3.  Prepare the cocktail: Fill a cocktail shaker 
with ice. Put cocktail ingredients into the 
shaker. Shake well and pour evenly 
between 2 martini glasses. Serve 
immediately.

nutritional information per serving: 
Calories 238 (0  % from fat) • carb. 14g • pro. 0g • fat 0g  
sat. fat 0g • chol. 0mg • sod. 1mg • calc. 2mg • fiber 0g
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WARRANTY 
LIMITED 3 YEAR WARRANTY
This warranty is available to consumers only. You are a 
consumer if you own a Cuisinart® perfecTemp™ Cordless 
programmable Kettle that was purchased at retail for 
personal, family or household use. Except as otherwise 
required under applicable law, this warranty is not available 
to retailers or other commercial purchasers or owners.
We warrant that your Cuisinart® perfecTemp™ Cordless 
programmable Kettle will be free of defects in materials and 
workmanship under normal home use for 3 years from the 
date of original purchase.
We suggest you complete and return the enclosed product 
registration card promptly to facilitate verification of the 
date of original purchase. However, return of the product 
registration card does not eliminate the need for the 
consumer to maintain the original proof of purchase in order 
to obtain the warranty benefits. In the event that you do not 
have proof of purchase date, the purchase date for purposes 
of this warranty will be the date of manufacture.
If your Cuisinart® perfecTemp™ Cordless programmable 
Kettle should prove to be defective within the warranty 
period, we will repair it or if we think necessary, replace 
it. To obtain warranty service, simply call our toll-free 
number 1-800-726-0190 for additional information from our 
Customer Service Representatives, or send the defective 
product to Customer Service at Cuisinart, 150 Milford Road, 
East Windsor, NJ 08520.
To facilitate the speed and accuracy of your return, please 
enclose $15.00 for shipping and handling of the product.
please pay by check or money order (California residents 
need only supply proof of purchase and should call  
1-800-726-0190 for shipping instructions).

NOTE: For added protection and secure handling of any 
Cuisinart® product that is being returned, we recommend 
you use a traceable, insured delivery service. Cuisinart 
cannot be held responsible for in-transit damage or for 
packages that are not delivered to us. lost and/or damaged 
products are not covered under warranty. please be sure 
to include your return address, daytime phone number, 
description of the product defect, product model # (located 
on bottom of product), original date of purchase, and any 
other information pertinent to the product’s return.
Your Cuisinart® perfecTemp™ Cordless programmable 
Kettle has been manufactured to the strictest specifications 
and has been designed for use with the authorized 
accessories and replacement parts.
This warranty expressly excludes any defects or damages 
caused by accessories, replacement parts, or repair service 
other than those that have been authorized by Cuisinart.

This warranty does not cover any damage caused by 
accident, misuse, shipment or other ordinary household use.
This warranty excludes all incidental or consequential 
damages. Some states do not allow the exclusion or 
limitation of these damages, so these exclusions may not 
apply to you.

CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ONLY: 
California law provides that for In-Warranty Service, 
California residents have the option of returning a 
nonconforming product (a) to the store where it was 
purchased or (b) to another retail store that sells Cuisinart 
products of the same type.
The retail store shall then, at its discretion, either repair the 
product, refer the consumer to an independent repair facility, 
replace the product, or refund the purchase price less the 
amount directly attributable to the consumer’s prior usage 
of the product. If the above two options do not result in the 
appropriate relief to the consumer, the consumer may then 
take the product to an independent repair facility if service 
or repair can be economically accomplished. Cuisinart and 
not the consumer will be responsible for the reasonable 
cost of such service, repair, replacement, or refund for 
nonconforming products under warranty.
California residents may also, according to their preference, 
return nonconforming products directly to Cuisinart for 
repair, or if necessary, replacement, by calling our Consumer 
Service Center toll-free at 1-800-726-0190. 
Cuisinart will be responsible for the cost of the repair, 
replacement, and shipping and handling for such products 
under warranty.
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